
 

Silver Linings 

Salem Harvest News 

To feed hungry families by harvesting food that would go to waste  

Produce 2019 

Pounds 

2020 
Pounds 

Apples 136,380 86,139 

Asian Pears 307 --- 

Bell Peppers 6,468 11,439 

Blueberries 25,892 13,270 

Broccoli 31,294 12,219 

Cabbage  --- 10,693 

Cauliflower 31,856 3,877 

Cherries 5,074 12,604 

Corn 28,579 28,512 

Eggplant --- 1,462 

Grapes 9,920 773 

Green Beans 14,166 18,554 

Hazelnuts 2,303 2,913 

Leeks 580 968 

Marionberries 594 --- 

Mixed Vegies 7,251 32,853 

Onions 8,620 8,909 

Peaches 3,323 1,540 

Pears 47,226 35,430 

Persimmons 320 148 

Plums 15,101 12,209 

Pumpkins 1,183 --- 

Squash 21,570 2,130 

Strawberries 9,054 4,285 

Tomatoes 6,303 9,639 

Watermelon 93,720 28,231 

Total 507,084 338,797 

Well, what can I say… it’s been a year! I was starting to think that a tsunami 
might hit Salem in November with the way 2020 had been going.  
 
This year will be remembered as an unprecedented, trying, and silver-lining-
finding kind of year. I say silver-lining-finding because without actively  
seeking to find those successes within the ever-changing circumstances that 
we faced, I might have given up altogether.  
 
Early in the season it was apparent that our harvesting activities had to 
change in order to meet governmental guidelines put in place to protect  
people from contracting COVID-19. It was hard to make decisions concern-
ing this because I knew that not everyone would be able to participate, or in 
the fashion we were all used to. However, masks had to be worn, physical 
distancing had to be maintained, and the number of volunteers together at 
the same time had to be limited. The silver lining - volunteers in these  
smaller, 12-person teams got to really know each other in a deeper way and, 
by having groups of similar age work together, bonds were formed that went 
beyond the fields. Also, no volunteer, leader, or staff person got sick at a 
harvest throughout the season. That’s a win! 
 
The increase of collaboration in the community was a silver lining. This year 
we were able to work with 13 other nonprofits focused on food insecurity in 
our community and create something brand new in the Willamette Valley 
Hunger Challenge. Hundreds of people were able to gain a better  
understanding and empathy for families facing hunger. Without a reduced 
calendar of events and the glaring food insecurity issues brought on by the 
volatile year, I don’t think this important event would have been created.  
 
The development and involvement of our board of directors was another 
silver lining. The pandemic brought unpredictability to regular financial  
resources, and our board took on the challenge finding new sources of  
funding to make up for the lost revenue from annual in-person events. New 
foundation grants were secured and added to our existing foundation part-
ners (see the list on the next page). Relationships with local donors were 
increased, and matching campaigns were levied as well to help cover the 
costs of harvesting food to feed hungry families.  
 
Did we set any new harvesting records this year? No. Did we have a great 
harvest season? YES! Just finding and acknowledging the silver linings 
shows me that without the pandemic we would have missed so much.  
 
I am grateful for all of you and the roles that you played in making this  
another fantastic learning, growing, and collaborating year at Salem Harvest. 
Keep looking for that shimmery edge! 

 

Winter 2020 

-Executive Director 

https://willamettehungerchallenge.org/
https://willamettehungerchallenge.org/


2020 Community Grants 

 

Recent Statistics  In 2020, we may not have increased any of our 

measurable metrics yet it was a successful harvest 

season thanks to outstanding leaders, hard working 

interns, committed growers, and devoted volunteers. 

As you review these number for the past four  

harvest seasons, keep these things in mind:  

 Distinct volunteers decline as more volunteers 

become more involved, attending multiple har-

vests through the season. Our average volunteer 

attends more than five harvests per season. 

 Number of harvests was up and the overall roster 

slots down because of the 12 persons per harvest 

limit. The number of harvests is misleading for this 

reason in 2020. 

 Total pounds harvested was down but still within 

our yearly average range. This number was down 

for several reasons; uncertainty in food markets, 

two weeks of not being able to harvest due to 

smoke, loss of crops due to smoke, wind, or rain 

damage, and some growers just weren’t  

operating this season.  

 2018 2019 2020 2017 

Distinct  

Volunteers 
658 596 503 738 

Roster Slots 3,515 3,296 2,569 3,549 

Number of 

Harvests 
268 261 295 175 

Distinct  

Harvest Sites 
57 75 73 68 

Total Pounds 

Harvested 
408,934 507,084 338,797 367,131 

http://www.salemharvest.org/
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=463HBKM5DESHY&source=url
https://donorbox.org/salemharvest/


OUR MISSION 

To feed hungry families by harvesting food that would go to waste. 

Salem Harvest connects farmers and backyard growers with volunteers who harvest fruits and  

vegetables that would otherwise go to waste. All food harvested feeds children or elderly,  

unemployed, low-income or homeless people, the majority being distributed through  

Marion-Polk Food Share and its affiliated food agencies. Salem Harvest rescues about 400,000  

pounds of fresh, locally-grown fruits and vegetables annually. 

Season 2020 Sponsors 

http://www.salemharvest.org/
http://www.wilco.coop/
http://www.gleanweb.org/
http://www.wholepetvetcare.com/
http://www.johngearlaw.com/
https://viconmechanical.com/
http://www.abrahamdds.com/
https://www.salemelectric.com/
https://www.pioneertrustbank.com/
http://www.yatesguitar.com/
http://oregoncherry.com/
https://www.northwestfcs.com/
https://www.facebook.com/salemharvest/
https://www.instagram.com/salemharvest/
https://twitter.com/SalemHarvestOrg
https://www.marionpolkfoodshare.org/
https://www.dunncarney.com/

