
 

Harvest Season In Review 

Salem Harvest News 

To feed hungry families by harvesting food that would go to waste  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Produce 2017 

Pounds 
2018 
Pounds 

Apples 54,119 101,077 

Asian Pears 2,479 565 

Bell & Hot Peppers 4,171 6,712 

Blueberries 20,330 18,983 

Broccoli 13,697 7,584 

Cauliflower 18,687 25,819 

Cherries 13,049 9,126 

Corn 34,476 17,136 

Cucumbers 271 --- 

Eggplant --- 2,446 

Grapes 33,401 26,867 

Green Beans 3,492 4,296 

Hazelnuts 1,624 3,260 

Kiwi 225 190 

Marionberries 328 1,721 

Mixed Vegies 5,132 6,210 

Onions 10,336 11,499 

Peaches 4,594 695 

Pears 29,461 63,994 

Persimmons 252 623 

Plums 6,410 5,583 

Leeks --- 1,499 

Squash 91,036 29,960 

Strawberries 2,474 9,022 

Tomatoes 16,847 20,967 

Watermelon 240 33,100 

Total 364,123 408,934 

One of the most rewarding parts of my job is how I am continually amazed by 

the harvest season. Crop types and amounts, volunteers and growers all held 

big surprises for me in 2018. Right when I think I have it all dialed in, a new 

challenge or opportunity arises.  

Just last fall I was telling our board of directors not to expect any strawberries 

in the coming years. All of our regular growers had stopped growing strawber-

ries in lieu of more profitable crops. Wouldn’t you know it, we were picking 

strawberries before Memorial Day and continuing until our last strawberry  

harvest in October. The varieties we harvested surprised me as well. Over 28 

different crops were harvested including leeks in April… Yes, APRIL! 

Growers and volunteers impressed me yet again with their dedication and  

generosity. Zorn Farms donated a whole pallet of recyclable cardboard berry 

boxes into which we harvested strawberries, cherries, tomatoes, and plums. 

These boxes were perfectly suited for the fruits, and the supply lasted us the 

entire season. AC Foods also donated containers: pallets of clamshells for the 

thousands of pounds of blueberries we harvested, and we still have many with 

which to begin the 2019 season. Volunteers continued to showed their dedica-

tion and generosity with more folks than ever before stepping up to be harvest 

leaders, backyard harvesters, committee members, and board members. This 

increasing investment of volunteer’s precious time in training, meetings, and 

planning is what makes Salem Harvest the amazing, volunteer-powered  

organization that it is. 

Statistics for Harvest Season 2018  

In 2018 we increased many of our metrics for success thanks to our outstand-

ing leaders and dedicated growers. This year, we had 756 distinct volunteers 

join us in the fields, filling 2,777 roster slots of the 3,482 slots posted. A total of 

268 harvests took place yielding 408,934 pounds of fresh produce. We directly 

delivered to MPFS, YCAP, Simonka Place, Salvation Army, Union Gospel  

Mission, and five food pantries in the Silverton area. While squash has been a 

mainstay of our productivity in the past, this year three crops surpassed it in 

terms of total poundage and two approximately equaled it, underscoring how 

our crop intake is diversifying. Compare that to 2015 when we needed 120,000 

pounds of squash in order to surpass the 400,000-pound mark. 

Lift Where You Stand 

This saying “lift where you stand” is a favorite of mine and is something that I  

 

Winter 2018 

Continued- 



 strive for daily. It reminds me of a story of a group of people tasked with moving a piece of fragile and heavy furniture. They 

tried several different methods and found nothing to be both safe and simple. Finally, as they were all gathered around it, 

standing close together, someone suggested that they all lift exactly where they stood. With this approach, the furniture 

moved easily; everyone was doing what they could from exactly where they were. 

I believe lifting where we stand refers to grasping the opportunities to do good that lie right in front of us every day. Not wait-

ing to act for “the right time” arise when we have more to give in order to make a bigger impact, or becoming discouraged 

when the problem seems too complex. What we have right now is perfect for today, and what we have to offer down the 

road will be perfect then. 

Doing meaningful things with our lives is simply grasping the opportunities that present 

themselves daily, right where we stand. This may mean different things to different  

people, depending on our stage in life. We all have our niche and we all can be a force 

for good.  

Salem Harvest offers many opportunities to lift where we stand. Do you have time to 

give? Many volunteers not only come out to harvest for their families but continue to 

come out to harvest for donation only after their family has enough. Do you have time beyond harvesting or a talent for lead-

ership? Become a harvest leader, committee member or board member. Do you have more available funds than available 

time? Donate to the cause. Wherever you are in life, we have an opportunity for you to lift. 

Helping in the off season 

It’s hard to imagine, but Oregon is ranked as one of the top 10 hungriest states in the  

nation, even though we grow such an abundance of food. One in seven people in Oregon 

experience food insecurity, all the while tons upon tons of perfect produce is being wasted 

for one reason or another.  

By supporting Salem Harvest financially, you can help the work continue. Every dollar  

donated will keep food from going to waste, will give a family an opportunity to harvest 

food for themselves and will help alleviate food insecurity in our community.  

For the year of 2018, we set a goal of receiving $10,000 from individual donors. At last 

count, we were $2,500 short of meeting this amount. At this time of thanksgiving and  

rejoicing, we are hoping to make up that difference. Are you able to donate and keep Salem 

Harvest operating in the coming year? 

Follow this link to our PayPal page or donate by check to: 

Salem Harvest at P.O. Box 483,  

Salem, OR 97308 

Thank you all for the many ways  

you contribute, 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Elise Bauman 

-Executive Director 

 

2018 Community Grants 

 

 

Race to Save the Harvest - July 13, 2019 

Run, Walk, Stroll or Skip, come down to the Riverfront Park on the morning of July 13 and join a  3k or 5k family friendly race, 

meet Ima Blueberry, and enjoy tasty post race snacks! $20 for adults, $12 for kids 12 and under Both include a race tee. 

To learn more and signup, go to our Run Signup page. 

Salem Harvest Garden Party - September 2019 

More to come on this signature event! 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=463HBKM5DESHY&source=url
https://runsignup.com/Race/OR/Salem/RacetoSavetheHarvest


OUR MISSION 

To feed hungry families by harvesting food that would go to waste. 

Salem Harvest connects farmers and backyard growers with volunteers who harvest fruits and  

vegetables that would otherwise go to waste. All food harvested feeds children or elderly,  

unemployed, low-income or homeless people, the majority being distributed through  

Marion-Polk Food Share and its affiliated food agencies. Salem Harvest rescues about 400,000  

pounds of fresh, locally-grown fruits and vegetables annually. 

Season 2018 Sponsors 

http://www.salemharvest.org/
http://www.wilco.coop/
http://www.gleanweb.org/
http://www.wholepetvetcare.com/
http://www.johngearlaw.com/
http://local.yahoo.com/info-80501933-vicon-mechanical-plumbing-contractors-incorporated-salem
http://local.yahoo.com/info-21998711-abraham-ruth-dds-north-river-road-dental-keizer
https://www.salemelectric.com/
https://www.pioneertrustbank.com/
http://www.marionpolkfoodshare.org/
http://www.yatesguitar.com/
http://oregoncherry.com/
https://www.northwestfcs.com/
http://salemclinic.org/
https://www.facebook.com/salemharvest/
https://www.instagram.com/salemharvest/
https://twitter.com/SalemHarvestOrg

