Salem Harvest News
Fall 2013

Recap of 2013 Harvest Season
“The weather is obviously a huge
factor in harvests,” says Bay, “the
growers want the best conditions
for their crops, but some times
Mother Nature just doesn’t comply.”
Although harvests this past season
weren’t as numerous, volunteers
were able to pick more than
134,000 pounds of fresh, local
produce.
Most important is that fresh
produce was able to get into the
hands of thousands of local families.
Salem Harvest is so proud to be able
to serve the community by giving
access to local fruits and vegetables.
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As the end of the 2013 harvest
season nears, we wanted to recap
the season and explain why we had
a slightly slower harvest season. We
can sum it up in one word: Weather.
“There are repeat harvests that our
most faithful volunteers may have
been anticipating,” says Alicia Bay,
Salem Harvest president. “They
probably wondered why they did
not happen.”
After an extremely dry August, a
very wet September meant we
could not harvest onions due to wet
field conditions. The same rains
caused rot and disease for squash.

Another Pumpkin Patch was even
forced to cancel their season
because the majority of their crops
had been destroyed.
The most recent
freezing weather
caused a harvest
at Bielke’s U-Pick
to be pushed up so
the apples could
be picked before
the frost. The
orchard was
covered in snow
within days of the
harvest.

We are grateful to our volunteers
for their effort and hard work. They
are the driving force behind Salem
Harvest, and we couldn’t
accomplish all we do without you.
For more information on how to
become a Salem Harvest volunteer,
please see our website.

Salem Harvest
End of 2013 Season Stats
Pounds of produce harvested: 134,269
Volunteer pickers: 822
Total number of harvests in 2013: 90

VOLUNTEER
SPOTLIGHT

The Bean Counter
by Dick Yates, Salem Harvest Vice President

OCCASIONAL REMINDERS AND INTERESTING OR OBSCURE NUMBERS
• Rremember if you are
on the waiting list and

Linda Pantalone is a
valued harvest leader and
volunteer with Salem
Harvest. She has been with
Salem Harvest since the
very beginning.
What is her favorite
memory involving
Salem Harvest? “We did
a large cherry harvest one
year. It was pallets of
cherries in boxes. The
following day, I went back to
the Food Share to donate
some other harvest produce
and the cherries were all
gone. Over the course of
one day, they had donated all
that food to the hungry! It
was great to see how fast
the produce come and goes
and how much in demand
fresh food is.”

cannot be ready to
come to the harvest if
you are moved up to the
roster, you should
cancel your waiting list
spot. This lets the next
person on the waiting
list move up, and it
keeps you from being
marked absent for the
harvest.
• The 2,000th volunteer
to attend a harvest was
Dan Androes, of Monmouth,
at the Doug Zielinski green
bean harvest this year.

Our 2,000th volunteer is somewhere in this field!
(PHOTO FROM JULY 2013 HARVEST AT DOUG ZIELINSKI’S GREEN BEAN FIELD)

• There are 52 registered volunteers
named Jennifer.
• Twice as many volunteers first heard
about Salem Harvest from a friend or
neighbor than all other ways
combined.

GREAT NEWS!

Salem Harvest

is the proud reci
pient of a
$4,100 grant fr
om the Barbara
Emily
Knudson Charita
ble Foundation.
Th
e funds
from this grant
will go toward in
surance
and harvesting
equipment
for use in the 20
14 season.

• 96 households have more than two
registered Salem Harvest volunteers.

Put your business in
savory company,
support Salem Harve
st
with a sponsorship!
• Feed the commun
ity
• Be seen by over 3,0
00
volunteers
• You’ll be the uniqu
e
sponsor from your
industry
• Tax deductible
Contact Rob at
reaston@salemharv
est.org
to learn more

•In four years the average distance that volunteers traveled to get to harvests
was 7.68 miles.

SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT
“At Pence Northwest, we take pride in our community and believe that in
order to create a better Salem we must all do our part,” says Kat Huggins.
“That is why we chose to sponsor Salem Harvest. To help our community
members help each other.” She adds, “Salem Harvest is such an asset to our
area and we knew we had to be a part of it.”
Founded in 2007, Pence NW Construction is an innovative, grassroots
company specializing in commercial construction. We are locally owned,
EarthWISE certified, and use local suppliers
and subcontractors whenever possible. “We
love Salem and feel fortunate to be able to help
our community through Salem Harvest,” says
Huggins.

Board of Directors

2013 Season Sponsors
Thank you to all of our sponsors. Click on the logos to visit their website.
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CONSIDER MAKING A

GIFT

You can make a gift
to Salem
Harvest, or make a do
nation in a
friend’s name. Your
donation helps
pay for harvest equip
ment, signage,
software fees, liability
insurance
and more. We have no
paid staff or
office fees, so all dona
tions go
directly toward our cor
e mission connecting people to
fresh produce
that would otherwise
go to waste.
Contact Alicia Bay for
more
information.

(888) 960-3136

OUR MISSION
SALEM HARVEST believes fresh food in our community should
not go to waste. All people deserve access to local fruits and
vegetables. We connect growers and the community to harvest
excess food and fight hunger.
Since 2010, Salem Harvest has harvested over 446,000 pounds of
fresh, locally grown fruits and vegetables at more than 300
harvests.
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