
A Year of Growth 
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To feed the hungry  by harvesting food that would go to waste 

Produce 2014 

Pounds 
2015 

Pounds 
2016 

Pounds 

Apples 14,174 2,727 7,205 

Asian Pears 347 5,422 4,751 

Bell Peppers —- 10,070 4,978 

Blueberries 9,625 5,489 9,157 

Broccoli 27,020 20,192 15,370 

Cauliflower 10,580 28,104 16,399 

Cherries 3,559 5,642 7,100 

Corn 293 1,033 13,536 

Cucumbers 9,716 2,428 2,356 

Garlic —- —- 1,576 

Grapes 1,542 14,723 6,218 

Green Beans —- 2,262 2,434 

Jalapenos —- --- 1,945 

Kiwi 72 157 109 

Marionberries —- —- 570 

Mixed Vegies —- —- 2,705 

Onions 21,272 18,735 8,541 

Peaches 74 —- 3,367 

Pears 20,778 19,285 31,964 

Persimmons 16 403 361 

Plums 10,857 14,222 12,865 

Pumpkins —- —- 3,839 

Squash 162,581 162,388 65,359 

Strawberries 823 3,535 1,160 

Tomatoes 314 3,882 18,017 

Watermelon —- 152 45,522 

Total 293,643 320,851 287,404 

Salem Harvest has grown in so many ways during this, our 7th harvest 

season.  Incredible to see so many acts of service provided by thou-

sands of people, the accumulation of which made a HUGE difference 

for our community.  Thank you to everyone who made it possible -- 

board members, committee members, harvest leaders, assistants,  

pickers, community groups, local businesses, financial supporters, 

farmers, homeowners and food distribution centers.  Thank you so 

much for the role each of you played in this year of expansive growth 

for Salem Harvest. 

Farm participation was off the charts this year! I thought last year was 

amazing, with 14 new farms joining . This season we had 20 new farms 

join our program and we harvested at 40 different farms throughout 

the year. Our farmers appreciate what we do for them and look for 

opportunities to link us with their neighbors. On more than one occa-

sion, our host farmer took me by the hand and directly introduced me 

to a neighbor, bringing about another harvest.   

The increased farm participation direct correlates with the increase in 

the variety of crops we harvested this season. As the summer  

progressed, I stopped being surprised by the new and different crop 

opportunities we were being offered. For the first time ever, we har-

vested commercially grown peaches, marionberries, garlic, jalapeno 

peppers, and watermelons.  In October we were still picking fresh, late 

season blueberries. For me, the most impressive fact is that, even with-

out a 100,000-pound butternut squash harvest, we still finished the 

season donating nearly 300,000 pounds of fresh produce. Diversity 

amidst abundance. 

Another direct benefit of increased farm participation is an expansion 

of our geographic range. When Salem Harvest first began farm  

harvests, we went to farms located very close to Salem, thinking that 

volunteers would not drive long distances. This desire to harvest near 

where you live is still a factor, but Salem Harvest volunteers live every-

where! We had harvests in Aurora, Hillsboro, Silverton and Sheridan 

and at each harvest, many volunteers traveled five miles or less to the 

site and were pleased to be able to help harvest at a local farm.  
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  NEW 2016 GROWERS 

 4B Farms - Garlic 

 Davis - Tomatoes  

 Delgado - Blueberries, Apples 

 Geschwill - Green Beans 

 Lucas - Blueberries 

 Mays - Cherries 

 Meyer - Marionberries 

 NW Transplant - Watermelons 

 Olson - Peaches 

 Poteet - Plums 

 Rogue Farms - Pumpkins, Cucumber 

      Jalapeño Peppers  

 

   

 Roth - Blueberries 

 Schumacher - Green Beans 

 Stevens - Green Beans 

 Supernatural Farms - Mixed 

Vegetables 

 Wallace - Blueberries 

 Webber - Pears & Apples 

 Wyant - Cherries 

 Youth Farm - Mixed Vegies 

 Zurbrugg - Blueberries 

 

Salem Harvest’s unique harvesting structure, our broad community support and the huge impact we have in the community 

have increased our visibility: our program has been highlighted in several national publications this year. It is great to share 

our story with the world, bringing about changes that make a difference in how food is grown, harvested and consumed. I 

never thought that I’d be doing an interview with a reporter from Chicago or talking with a food advocate in India about why 

food is wasted at the farm level, but I did.  So wonderful to know that what we are doing here in the Willamette Valley could 

be the spark that ignites so many more people to do the same. 

As the next season approaches, know that there are even more crops we can harvest, more farms to get involved and more 

families needing healthy food.  It’s hard to imagine, but I believe we have just scratched the surface. I know that I say this  

every year and it’s still true. Tons upon tons of perfect produce are still being wasted. Thousands of people living in the area 

don’t yet know about us. The need for healthy food for hungry families is still very much a reality in Oregon, currently ranked 

8th hungriest state in the nation. Our work must and will go on. 

How can you help the work continue during this time of year? By supporting Salem Harvest financially. Every dollar donated 

will keep food from going to waste, will give a family an opportunity to harvest food for themselves and will provide healthy 

food options for hungry kids in our community.  Just as lots of people donating a little time makes our harvests happen, so too 

lots of you donating a little extra cash will keep Salem Harvest operating in the coming year. Please click the PayPal “donate” 

button on our Home Page or send a check to Salem Harvest at P.O. Box 483, Salem, Oregon  97308. 

Thank you all for the many ways you enrich our community, 

Elise Bauman – Executive Director   

http://www.salemharvest.org/


OUR MISSION 

To feed the hungry by harvesting food that would go to waste. 

Salem Harvest connects farmers and backyard growers with volunteers who harvest produce that would be wasted. 

More than half of each harvest is donated to Marion-Polk Food Share or its affiliated food pantries.  

Since 2010, Salem Harvest has harvested and donated over 1.1 million pounds of fresh, locally grown fruits  

and vegetables. 

Season 2016 Sponsors 

http://www.salemharvest.org/
http://www.wilco.coop/
http://www.gleanweb.org/
http://www.wholepetvetcare.com/
http://www.pencenw.com/
http://www.johngearlaw.com/
http://local.yahoo.com/info-80501933-vicon-mechanical-plumbing-contractors-incorporated-salem
http://local.yahoo.com/info-21998711-abraham-ruth-dds-north-river-road-dental-keizer
https://www.salemelectric.com/
https://www.pioneertrustbank.com/
http://www.facebook.com/salemharvest?sk=wall
http://www.marionpolkfoodshare.org/
https://www.countryfinancial.com/
http://www.goodpeoplefund.org/
http://www.yatesguitar.com/
http://oregoncherry.com/
https://www.northwestfcs.com/

